
*please stand  

GATHERING  
Welcome  

Carol   

* Confession and Forgiveness   
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination). 

 Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in the darkness. In the waters of baptism you have called us all beloved 
children, yet we turn away from you, and we turn to our own ways. Forgive us for the ways we have chosen darkness over 
light, and for the ways we have hurt one another and you. Give us a fresh start. Help us to see, with new eyes, the light of 
your grace that is born into the world today. 

 I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. In Christ, the whole world is given 
a new beginning and we are all reconciled to God. Today, God gives you a new beginning. God forgives you all your sin. 
Amen. 

* Carol    

* Greeting     
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

* Prayer of the Day  
Lord Jesus, when you came into the world at Christmas, we know it was only the beginning of your good news. Shine your light 
in our hearts today and fill us with your love that we might remember that your good news continues to bless the world 
through us. All this we pray in your holy name.  
Amen.  
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WORD 

Scripture Reading   Psalm 108:1-4                                  Bible pg. 488 
Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism Ethan Diaz Hafner                                            Hymnal pg. 227 

  Apostles’ Creed 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the family of God: join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and in sharing God’s gifts of love, forgiveness, and new life 
with all the world. Scripture Acclamation   

 Scripture Acclamation Angels We Have Heard on High , verse 1        Hymnal #289 
    Angels we have heard on high, 
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
    And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. 
    Gloria, in excelsis deo; 
    Gloria, in excelsis deo! 

 Scripture Reading  Mark 1:1-20                       Bible pg. 812 
Word of God, Word of Life.    
Thanks be to God.   

  

Message 

*  Carol    

* Prayers 

* Peace                                
   The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
   And also with you.  

 

MEAL 

 
 Offering 

Carol 

* Offertory      What Child is This, verse 3              Hymnal #296 
    So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
    come, peasant, king, to own him. 
    The King of kings salvation brings; 
    let loving hearts enthrone him. 
    Raise, raise the song on high, 
    the virgin sings her lullaby; 
    joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

WE’RE GLAD  
YOU’RE HERE. 
 Welcome to Worship at Vinje 
Lutheran Church! There are cards 
in the pews available for prayer 
requests, visitor information, or 
creative doodling during worship. 

Hearing devices are available at 
the sound booth at the back of 
the sanctuary. Ask an usher for 
assistance. 

A note to parents of young 
children: Relax! We are glad to 
have you and your children with 
us. Children are always welcome 
in worship! God put the wiggle in 
children; don’t feel you have to 
suppress those wiggles in our 
worship. We realize there are 
times that children need a break, 
and you may need a distraction 
or two for your child. For that 
reason there are areas outside of 
each sanctuary entrance with 
books, activity bags, and play 
areas so that your kids can have 
something to engage them and 
you can still be engaged in 
worship. Again, know that we are 
grateful you and your children 
are here, just as you are! 

SERVANT LEADERS  
TODAY 
Altar Care   
Ginger Baune 
Assisting Minister   
Paul Tinklenberg 
Lector Justin Bos 
Communion Servers   
Craig and Lori Schellberg 
Communion Assistant   
Jill Condon  
Organist  Tim Burns 
Greeters   
David and Susan Anfinson 
Ushers  Randy and Deb Klein, 
Tom and Ginger Baune 
Welcome Desk  Lorna Bahl 
Video  Paul Nordin,  
Suzanne Napgezek 
Slides Created by Marie Ostby 
 



*please stand  

Video of portions of this service (sermon, children’s sermon, choir anthems, announcements and 
liturgy) will be live streamed and available for future viewing.  
Portions of the liturgy are © Augsburg Fortress reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A-704219 

* Offering Prayer 
Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your loves flows from the cross. 
As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your 
care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray.  

* Words of Institution  

* Lord’s Prayer                            Hymnal pg. 134 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 Carol 

 Carol    

 Carol    
  
Table Blessing 

 Prayer after Communion 
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come 
among us now, send us out in joy, eager to share the good news of your love. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus, our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

SENDING  

 

 Announcements 

* Benediction 
May Christ, who by his birth 
has filled our world with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

* Carol    

* Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.   
Thanks be to God!          

COMMUNION 
At Vinje, we believe all people 
are welcome at the Lord’s Table 
regardless of any circumstance.  

White grape juice and gluten-
free wafers are available (please 
request from the server).  

WORDS TO LIVE BY 
“If you are a child of God, 

you don’t lose your status if 
you have a bad week.”  

– Timothy Keller  

VINJE STAFF 
Pastors  
Justin Ask 
Dane Skilbred 

Visitation Pastor 
Andres Albertsen 

Office Manager   
Janet White 

Ministry Associate 
Melissa Hansen 

Director of Music 
Karen Wojahn 

Communications Director 
Sara Bos 

Custodian   
Ron Nordby 

Loving Arms Child Care Center 
Chris Stark, Director   

SPONSORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 
Please call the church office if  
you would like to sponsor  
the Bulletin ($60)  
the Radio Broadcast ($95)  
or the Sunday Bus ($62).   
Or sponsor all three for $200.   

The following upcoming dates 
are available:  
Bulletin: 1/5, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 
Broadcast: 1/5, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2  
Bus: 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 
 

THANK YOU 
This week’s bulletin and bus are 
sponsored in memory of Barb 
Berkeland and Andy Berkeland 
by Merle Berkeland and Donna 
Selin.  

This week’s broadcast is 
sponsored by Sonja Westre in 
memory of Earl L. Westre.  
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Audrey Thiele, Darrin Ogdahl, Deb Erickson, Lowell Melbye, 
Chad Olson, Erika Gjerde 

BAPTIZED TODAY 
Ethan Diaz Hafner, son of Javier Diaz de la Rosa and Jenna 
Hafner. Ethan’s sponsors are Tony and Brandie Hafner.  

BEREAVED 
Jack and Janet White following the death of brother-in-law, Bill 
Terpening on December 19. 

HOSPITAL VISITORS NEEDED FOR 2020  
It is a one week commitment either once or twice per year. We 
would LOVE for you to be a part of this important and 
rewarding ministry team! Please contact Melissa at 
melissah@vinjechurch.com with questions or to sign up to 
help. Thanks!  

2019 GIVING REMINDER  
We are so very grateful for all of your financial gifts. Here is 
some year-end giving information from our accountant:  

 Contributions must be postmarked by December 31st (or 
can be dropped off in the church office until 12pm on the 
31st) in order to receive a deduction for 2019.  

 The IRS requires individuals that are 70 1/2 or older to 
have an IRA, an active SEP or Simple IRA to make a 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) which is taxable. 
However, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to the 
church satisfied this requirement and reduces the taxable 
income. This QCD must be paid directly to the church from 
the IRA account. The result is the church receives the 
contribution and the distribution is on longer taxable to 
the parishioner. A thank you letter is mailed out, but the 
contribution will not appear on the parishioner’s year-end 
contribution statement, as it is not considered a 
contribution deduction on their tax return.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
It is often said that the Christmas season brings out the best in 
people. It certainly brought out the generosity in Vinje 
members and it was certainly a busy season of ministry for 
many in our congregation. Here are a few things that we were 
up to recently… 

On Thanksgiving Eve, in addition to the non perishable items 
that were shared, we collected $1,577 for the food shelf. 

Our Noisy Advent Offerings were another excellent example of 
ongoing generosity.  
Lutheran Disaster Response: $284.76 
Family Promise: $547.99 
ELCA World Hunger: $676.65 
UCAP: TBD 

Lastly we have continued our practice of sharing gifts with 
others in our community. The Light of Christmas fund provided 
40 complete Christmas meals, four movie night baskets for 
area group homes, and more than 123 gifts. Thank you much 
for your giving spirit over the Christmas season and throughout 
the year!  

THIS WEEK AT VINJE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
9:30 AM WORSHIPMONDAY, DECEMBER 23 
10:30 AM DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 
10:30 AM  DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSES AT 12:00 PM 
9:00 AM  MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
9:15AM  LOVING ARMS CHAPEL TIME 
10:30 AM DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1—HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
CHURCH OFFICE AND LOVING ARMS CLOSED 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 
9:30 AM ESTHER’S CIRCLE—HERITAGE ROOM 
10:30 AM DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 
10:30 AM DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 
8:30 AM  VINJE CHOIR REHEARSAL 
8:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:30 AM WORSHIP 
4:00 PM CHURCH COUNCIL AND STAFF CHRISTMAS 
  PARTY—AT HANS AND JAN DAHL’S 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
TODAY! |  3-5 PM |  WILLMAR AMERICAN LEGION 
Please join us to an open house in celebration of Louise 
Gislason’s 90th birthday! We’d love to see you at the Willmar 
American Legion for cake and coffee. 

VINJE TOWN HALL 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12  |  10:45 AM  |  FELLOWSHIP HALL 
We want to kick off the new year by checking in with you. 
How are things going for you at Vinje? What questions do 
you have? We want to hear from you so we are planning a 
“Vinje Town Hall” on January 12. We will gather in Fellowship 
Hall after worship – don’t worry we will give you a chance to 
get a cup of coffee and a treat before we start. Congregation 
leaders will be there to answer your questions and hear from 
you. We know that you care deeply about Vinje and we value 
your ministry and thoughts.  

VINJE SING OUT  
“IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER” 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12  |  2:30 PM  |  BETHESDA CHAPEL 
Are you good at holding a hymnal?  Come have fun singing 
hymns from the old red Hymnal at the Bethesda Chapel. Let’s 
bring some joy and brighten the day for our friends there “In 
the Bleak Midwinter.” This is for everyone, not just the choir 
members!  Questions?  Contact Karen. 


