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DECEMBER 18, 2019  
6:00 PM  

VINJE 

Welcome... we’re  glad  you’re  here !  
A note to parents of young children: Relax! We are glad to have you and your 
children with us. Children are always welcome in worship! We realize there are 
times that children need a break, and you may need a distraction or two for your 
child. For that reason there are activity bags and play areas outside each 
sanctuary entrance. Again, know that we are grateful you and your children are 
here, just as you are! 

GATHERING SONGS  EMMANUEL 
    GLORY, LET THERE BE PEACE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
As stores fill with shoppers we see bright lights and tempting offers but God 
leads us to see a different path, a different calling: A call to repentance. A call 
to service. A call to immerse ourselves In living water that will never run dry. A 
call to prepare a way in our own lives for the Savior of the world to come.  

Holy and loving God, we have dwelt in darkness and chosen it over the 
light; we have been proud of our deeds and been depressed over our 
failings. Smooth down the mountains of our pride, and lift up the valleys of 
our worries. Open a path in the wilderness of our lives that we might find 
our way to you again. Fix us and prepare us once again for life in your 
kingdom. 

Do you see it? God's Light breaks into our lives, and shows us the way. God's 
tender mercy rests on you, heals you, transforms you. Even now—yes, even in 
this very moment, God comes to us, bringing hope, bringing forgiveness, 
bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us. Amen.  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE        HYMNAL #240 
LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH, VERSE 4 

NOISY OFFERING  

D O  Y O U  S E E   
W H A T  I  S E E  



servant leaders today 

PRAYERS 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

SONG   COME NOW, O PRINCE OF PEACE                  
SONG   ALL IS WELL 

At Vinje, we 
believe all 

people are 
welcome at 

the Lord’s 
Table 

regardless of 
any 

circumstance.  

Gluten-free 
wafers 

available 
(please 

request  from 
the server).  
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BENEDICTION 
A new day is dawning! Despite what we see and hear in 
the world around us, Christ is coming. When he comes, 
he will break through the darkness of our world— 

darkness caused by violence and death and hunger and 
despair. And all those who now sit in the shadows will 
be able to rise and walk with confidence in the light.  
So go from here with courage and hope, to love  
and serve the Lord.  
Amen. 

SENDING SONG  
COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

DISMISSAL                          
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 SCRIPTURE   MATTHEW 11:2-11          BIBLE #792 

Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE 

SONG & OFFERING  ANCIENT WORDS  

 
WORDS  

TO LIVE  BY... 
"Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have the words of 
eternal life.”  

- Peter USHERS  Cavin Carlson, Braeden Fagerlie 
SLIDES CREATED BY  Marie Ostby 
VIDEO  Scott Hovland 
MUSICIANS   Worth Saving   



REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
Audrey Thiele, Darrin Ogdahl, Deb 
Erickson, Lowell Melbye, Chad Olson 

BEREAVED  
Family and friends of Linda Marthe 
following her death on December 14. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 
FRI, DEC 20 | 6 PM | BARN THEATRE 
In 2013, Dr. Ayaz Virji left a 
comfortable job at an East Coast 
hospital and moved to Dawson, MN, 
feeling called to address the shortage 
of doctors in rural America. But in 
2016, his decision was tested when 
national rhetoric heated up regarding 
Muslims and he faced anti-Muslim 
remarks, even from his own patients. 
Come and hear his real life story and 
how he and Pastor Mandy France are 
working to address misconceptions 
about what Muslims practice and 
believe. This event is sponsored by 
Willmar Interfaith Network. 

HOSPITAL VISITORS NEEDED 
This is a one week commitment either 
once or twice per year. We would 
LOVE for you to be a part of this 
rewarding ministry! Please contact 
Melissa at melissah@vinjechurch.com 
with questions or to sign up to help.  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
TUESDAY, DEC 24 | 3, 5 & 10:30 PM 
The 3:00 service will feature special music by Grace Notes & 
Sunday School Children. The 5:00 and 10:30 services will conclude 
with candle lighting. Each service includes Holy Communion. 

AT VINJE  

VINJE TOWN HALL 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12  |  10:45 AM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
We want to kick off the new year by 
checking in with you. How are things 
going for you at Vinje? What questions 
do you have? We want to hear from 
you so we are planning a “Vinje Town 
Hall” on January 12. We will gather in 
Fellowship Hall after worship – don’t 
worry we will give you a chance to get 
a cup of coffee and a treat before we 
start. Congregation leaders will be 
there to answer your questions and 
hear from you. We know that you care 
deeply about Vinje and we value your 
ministry and thoughts.  

VINJE SING OUT  
“IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER” 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12  |  2:30 PM 
BETHESDA CHAPEL 
Are you good at holding a hymnal?  
Come have fun singing hymns from the 
old red Hymnal at the Bethesda 
Chapel. Let’s bring some joy and 
brighten the day for our friends there 
“In the Bleak Midwinter.” This is for 
everyone, not just the choir members!  
Questions?  Contact Karen. 

 



OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Please use them until they are 
gone, and then let Janet, in the 
church office know when you 
need more. Please allow a few 
days to process your request for 
more.   

2019 GIVING REMINDER  
We are so very grateful for all of 
your financial gifts. Here is some 
year-end giving information 
from our accountant:  

Contributions must be 
postmarked by December 31st 
(or can be dropped off in the 
church office until 12pm on the 
31st) in order to receive a 
deduction for 2019.  

SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Please call the church office if  
you would like to sponsor  
the Bulletin ($60)  
the Radio Broadcast ($95)  
or the Sunday Bus ($62).   
Or sponsor all three for $200.  

The following upcoming dates 
are available:  
Bulletin: 1/5, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 
Broadcast: 1/5, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 
Bus: 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 

THANK YOU 
This week’s bulletin, broadcast 
and bus are sponsored by Randy 
and Candia Miller. Merry 
Christmas!  

320.235.1441 

vinje@vinjechurch.com 

vinjechurch.com 

1101 Willmar Ave SW, Willmar 

THIS WEEK AT VINJE  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
3:30 PM GRACE NOTES 
5:00 PM MEAL 
5:25 PM NOVA VOICES 
6:00 PM WORSHIP 
6:45 PM CONFIRMATION  
6:45 PM SHALOM SINGERS 
7:00 PM HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
5:00 PM AIM—PEOPLE FIRST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
8:15 AM VINJE CHOIR REHEARSAL 
8:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:30 AM WORSHIP 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 
10:30 AM DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
CHURCH OFFICE AND LOVING ARMS CLOSED 
3:00 PM  CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
5:00 PM CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
10:30 PM CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
CHURCH OFFICE AND LOVING ARMS CLOSED 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Regular Wednesday night activities (youth 
activities, meal, worship) will NOT take place 
on December 25 or January 1. 

ADVENT NOISY  
OFFERINGS 
During Advent this year, our 
children will  be gathering 
coins (cash and check are  

welcome as well) for a noisy offering to help 
with needs that God is addressing in our 
community and  throughout the world. 
Here’s where your change is helping to make 
change: 

Dec 18 & 22: United Community  
Action Partnership  


