
GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CAROL      GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE                  HYMNAL #288 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in the darkness. Forgive us for the ways we have chosen darkness over 
light, and for the ways we have hurt one another and you. Give us a fresh start. Help us to see, with new eyes, the light of 
your grace that is born into the world today. 
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. In Christ, the whole world is given a 
new beginning and we are all reconciled to God. Today, God gives you a new beginning. God forgives you all your sin. 
Amen. 
 

CAROL      YOUR LITTLE ONES, DEAR LORD                   HYMNAL #286 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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WE’RE GLAD  
YOU’RE HERE. 
We are so glad that you are here 
and worshiping God with us 
today. We know that God loves 
and welcomes all people and so 
we do our best to do the same. 
Feel comfortable being who God 
created you to be in this space 
and listen for the ways that the 
Holy Spirit is calling you to faith 
and a deeper love for your 
neighbor. Thanks for joining this 
community of faith, service, and 
worship today. You are always 
welcome! 

SERVANT LEADERS  
TODAY 

Preaching 

Pastor Dane Skilbred 

Presiding 

Pastor Andres Albertsen 

Ushers 

Rod Hanson, Steve Leitch,  
John Huseby 

Musician 

Carren Klenke  

Communion Servers 

Craig and Lori Schellberg 

Camera 

Paul Nordin 

Slides   
Suzanne Napgezek 

WORD  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

SCRIPTURE ACCLAMATION ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH,  VS 1    HYMNAL #289 

    Angels we have heard on high, 
    sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
    and the mountains in reply, 
    echoing their joyous strains. 
    Gloria in excelsis Deo;  

    gloria in excelsis Deo. 
SCRIPTURE READING  LUKE 2:25-38               

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 
    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of 
a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow 
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
MESSAGE  

CAROL     JOY TO THE WORLD          HYMNAL #267  
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the  
living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
PRAYERS 



COMMUNION 
At Vinje, we believe all people 
are welcome at the Lord’s Table 
regardless of any circumstance.  
 

WORDS TO LIVE BY 

"Worship is a way of seeing 
the world in the light  

of God."  
- Abraham Heschel  

SPONSORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 
Please call the church office if  
you would like to sponsor  
the Bulletin ($60)  
the Radio Broadcast ($95)  
or the Sunday Bus ($62).   
Or sponsor all three for $200.  

Permissions: 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-704219. All rights reserved. 
“When Christmas Morn is Dawning” Text © 1978 Augsburg Fortress.  
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Video of portions of this service (sermon, children’s sermon, choir anthems, announcements and liturgy) will be live streamed and available for 
future viewing.  
Portions of the liturgy are © Augsburg Fortress reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A-704219 
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MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

SONG    LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS  
OFFERTORY    WHAT CHILD IS THIS, VS 3        HYMNAL #296 

    So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
    come, peasant, king, to own him. 
    The King of kings salvation brings; 
    let loving hearts enthrone him. 
    Raise, raise the song on high, 
    the virgin sings her lullaby; 
    joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    the babe, the son of Mary!     

OFFERING PRAYER 

COMMUNION 

LORD’S PRAYER          
CAROL    WHEN CHRISTMAS MORN IS DAWNING            
HYMN    AWAY IN A MANGER         HYMNAL #278 

TABLE BLESSING 

 

SENDING  

 

BENEDICTION 

May Christ, who by his birth 

has filled our world with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
CLOSING HYMN  IN THE BLEAK MID-WINTER        HYMNAL #294 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God!          
POSTLUDE 

THANK YOU 
This week’s broadcast is 
sponsored by Sonja Westre in 
memory of her husband,  
Earl L. Westre.  
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THIS WEEK AT VINJE 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 

9:30 AM WORSHIP 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

7:00 PM CHURCH COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 

NO WORSHIP, MEAL OR ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 

9:30 AM WORSHIP 

We would like to check in on you or your loved ones when 
ill or hospitalized. If you or someone you know is in the 
hospital please let one of the pastors or the church office 
know. 

RECENTLY ILL OR HOSPITALIZED 

Anne Anderson, Jeanette Fauchald, Mark Steffens,  
Kerry Selseth 

CONTINUED PRAYERS 

Mary Nelson, Sonja Westre, Andrew Schriener,  
Kathy Reishus, Nora Ander, Lane Leedahl 

BEREAVED 

Michael and Kathy Reishus following the death of Kathy’s 
sister, Janet Boegeman, on December 1. 

NEW ARRIVAL 

Serenity Erbst, daughter of Mary Slinden and Ryan Erbst, 
was born on December 4.  

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 
Please join us in the fellowship hall after 
worship today for coffee and cake in honor of 
Rick Smith’s birthday!  

DISASTER 
RELIEF  
On Dec. 10, a 
devastating 
outbreak of 
tornadoes swept 
through six 
states. Lutheran 

Disaster Response is engaging with partners in the affected 
areas to respond to immediate needs. To donate, go to  
www.elca.org/disaster  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU  
The countless volunteers that have been in and out of our 
building over the past few months have truly warmed our 
hearts. You’ve done yard work, decorated, built, painted, 
organized, sent cards made cookies and stuffed mailings. 
You’ve been readers and greeters, you’ve sung and played 
instruments, served communion, ushered, run video and 
slides and many more tasks that we’re likely to have missed. 
In any event, for whatever role you played here, we thank  
you. We find encouragement in your commitment to your 
church family and truly enjoy working along side you in 
ministry.  

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEDNESDAY 
WORSHIP SERIES FOR JANUARY:  
PICTURE “PERFECT” FAMILY  
There is no such thing as a perfect family, but too often we 
pretend that our family is exactly that. Join us for worship 
Wednesdays at 6pm in January as we explore how we navigate 
the real joys and challenges of family and discover the 
abundant life that God desires for our real, messy, and 
imperfect families.  


