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MUSIC FOR REFLECTION ON THE CRUCIFIXION 

GATHER IN SILENCE   

SILENT PROCESSIONAL 

(Please stand, as you are able) 
WELCOME 

HYMN     GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE (VS 1-3)                    HYMNAL #347 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, when you strip our faith down to the wood and nails that’s all we have wood and nails. All the glamour of 
robes, all the wealth of the church, all the comfort of cathedrals is worth nothing.  
When you strip it all down to the wood and nails, that’s all we have wood and nails, and a story of love 

All the great ministers of the church, the cascade of church history, and mighty holy empires, and reformations. 
When you strip it all down to the wood and nails, that’s all we have wood and nails, and a story of love 

And the many theology books written, and the great universities of divinity, and the councils that fashioned creeds, and 
the world wide web of religion.  
When you strip it all down to the wood and nails, that’s all we have wood and nails, and a story of love 

Here is our moment to lay things aside, to be bold enough to examine ourselves and humble enough to know that we 
need God’s help. 
When you strip it all down to the wood and nails, that’s all we have wood and nails, and a story of love 

As we enter into the shadows, may we let go and be held instead. 



A SERVICE OF SHADOWS 

 

VIDEO    WORK OF THE PEOPLE—THE BENEDICTION OF THE CROSS 

THE SHADOW OF AGONY MATTHEW 26:36-46  

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, 
he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me, yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he 
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Now the hour is 
at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be 
going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 

CHOIR    HE PRAYS ALONE 

THE SHADOW OF ARREST MATTHEW 26:47-56 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now 
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest 
him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus 
said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, 
drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, 
“Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die by the sword. Do 
you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it 
must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 
with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a rebel? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the 
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
HYMN    LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND SINLESS (VS 1)    HYMNAL #357 

THE SHADOW OF DENIAL MATTHEW 26:69-75, 27:1-5  
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You 
also were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied it before all of them, saying, ‘I do not 
know what you are talking about. ’When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl 
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again he 
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the bystanders came 
up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays 
you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that 
moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.  
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 
together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate the governor.  
 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought 
back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said, ‘I have sinned 
by betraying innocent blood.’ But they said, ‘What is that to us? See to it 
yourself.’ Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went 
and hanged himself.  
HYMN     AH, HOLY JESUS                   HYMNAL #349 

 

Welcome...  
we’re  glad   
you’re  here !  

We are so glad that you are here 
and worshiping God with us 
today. We know that God loves 
and welcomes all people and so 
we do our best to do the same. 
Feel comfortable being who God 
created you to be in this space 
and listen for the ways that the 
Holy Spirit is calling you to faith 
and a deeper love for your 
neighbor. Thanks for joining this 
community of faith, service, and 
worship today. You are always 
welcome! 
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THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION  MARK 15:1-15  
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They 
bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered 
him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See 
how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was 
in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate 
to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to 
do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has 
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for 
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  
VIDEO      MY NAME IS 

THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY   MATTHEW 27:27-31  
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 
his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.   
HYMN      O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED  (VS 1-3)                 HYMNAL #351 

THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION  MATTHEW 27:32-44 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And 
when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among 
themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against 
him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’  
 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking 
their heads and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.’ In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 
him, saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and 
we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.” ’ The 
bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.  
POEM      STILL BY JAN RICHARDSON 

THE SHADOW OF DEATH   MARK 15:33-39 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a 
loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of 
the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it 
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus 
gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’  
THE VEILING OF THE CROSS 

THE SHADOW OF BURIAL   MARK 15:42-46  
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of 
Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went 
boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from the centurion that he was 
dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen 
cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.   
HYMN      WERE YOU THERE                              HYMNAL #353 

  (VS 1-SOLO, VS 2-LOWER VOICES, VS 3-ALL VOICES, VS 4-HIGHER VOICES, VS 5-SOLO) 
 



SOLEMN REPROACHES 

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me. I led you out of slavery into 
freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. Forty years I led you through the desert, 
feeding you with manna on the way; I saved you from the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but 
you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and 
fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; I guided you by the light of the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a 
cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you 
brought forth bitter fruit; I made you branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I poured out saving water from the rock, but 
you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a 
cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me 
a crown of thorns; I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal life, but you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I struck down your enemies, but you struck 
my head with a reed; I gave you my peace, but you draw the sword in my name, and you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I opened the waters to lead you to the 
promised land, but you opened my side with a spear; I washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you have prepared a 
cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted 
me high on a cross; I raised you from death and prepared for you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I grafted you into my people Israel, but you 
made them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I came to you in the least of your brothers 
and sisters, but I was hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross 
for your Savior.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  
LORD’S PRAYER (whispered)  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. Hear us as we pray   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
DEPART IN SILENCE 


